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HE promoting of religion and virtue, which are both the 

duty and happinefs of man, ought to be ultimately intended 

all writing. Knowledge, amufement, and every thing 

elfe, fhould be made fubfervient to thofe important purpofes. It is 

hoped, then, that the following paper, by which one fpecies of 

writers, the particular favourites of a great many readers, are ex~ 

cited to recommend virtue, and inflructed how to do fo, will not be 
thought an improper preface to a volume of our colleétion. 

Some readers may poflibly reckon themfelves but very little inter 
efted in fuch reafonings and directions. Bur it is to be adverted to, 
that rules prefcribed to authors for compofing, apply equally to 
readers for the choice of books; that both ought to have the fame 
end in view; and that whatever good or ill any performance does, 
a part of the merit or demerit is to be placed to the account of its 
purchafers and perufers. It is the duty of authors to write in fuch 
a manner as may pleafe the virtuous; and it is no lefs incumbent 
upon readers to countenance and recommend, or to negleét and dif+ 


courage compofures, according to the real emolument or prejudice 


they have a natural tendency to produce. What has been here faid 
with refpeét to readers, is particularly applicable to fuch as are ins 
trufted with the education of youth, who can fcarcely be too cautir 
ous as to what impreilions are firit made upon tender minds. 

In our Magazine for April 1750 there is a paper of the fame ime 
port with that which we here infert; but it cannot furely be irke 
Some to hear two fuch advocates plead one fo glorious a caufe. 


The Apventurer, N°16. Dec. 30. 1752. 
Gratior & pulchro veniens in corpore virtus. Virg. 


T Have obferved in a former paper, that the relation of events is 4 
fpecies of writing which affords more general entertainment than 
any other: and to afford entertainment, appears to have been often the 
= if not the only defign of thofe by whom events have been ree 
lated. 

It muft indeed be confeffed, that when truths are to be recorded, lit- 
tle is left to the choice of the writer. A few pages of the book of na- 
ture or of providence, are before him; and if he tran{cribes with fidelity, 
he is not to be blamed, if in this fragment good and evil do not appear 
to be always diftributed as reward and punifhment. 

But it is juftly expected of the writer of fiétion, who has unbounded 
liberty to felect, to vary, and to complicate, that his plan fhould be 
a2 sompleat, 
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compleat, that he fhould principally confider the moral tendency of hy 
work, and that when he relates events he fhould teach virtue. 
The relation of events becomes a moral Je€ture, when vicious a€tions 
roduce mifery, and vicious characters incur contempt; when the com. 
ae of virtue is rewarded with honour, and her fufferings terminate i 
felicity. But though this method of inftruétion has been often recom 
mended, yet I think fome of its peculiar advantages have been {till over. 
Jooked, and for that reafon not always fecured. ; 
Facts are eafily comprehended by every underftanding : and their dof 
endence and influence upon each other are difeovered by thofe whoff 
would foon be bewildered in a feries of logical deductions ; they fix thatfl 
volatility which would break away from ratiocination ; and the precept evd 
becomes more forcible and ftriking, as it is conneéted with example. Mj ref 
Precept gains only the cold approbation of reafon, and compels an af- @ T 
fent which judzment frequently yields with reluctance, even when delay J {tr 
is impoflible: but by example the paflions are routed ; we approve, we | al 
emulate, and we honour, or love; we deteft, we defpife, and we con- 7. 
demn, as fit objects are fucceffively held up to the mind; the affections MM re 
are, as it were, drawn out into the field, they learn their exercife in a 
mock fight, and are trained for the fervice of virtue. 4 
Fatts, as they are moft perfeétly and eafily comprehended, and as they J 
are imprefled upon the mind by the paffions, are tenacioufly remember: 8 
ed, though the terms in which they are delivered are prefently forgot-§ 
ten 5 and for this reafon the inftruétion that relults frona faéts, is more 
ealily propagated: many can repeat a ftory, who would not have under- | 
ftood a declamation ; and though the expreffion will be varied as often 


as it is told, yet the moral which it was intended to teach will remain § 
the fame. 


But thefe advantages have not been always fecured by thofe who have 


ey 
od 
an 


ve 
lo 
wil 


; and becaule 
. g the moral, that the moral is de- 
tefted as interrupting the ttory. Nor are thofe who voluntarily read for 
inftruction, dilappointed than thofe who fvek only entertainment 
for he that is eager in the purfuit of knowledge, is ditgufted when he is 
ine of a ia] incident or a forced compliment, 
Hew perionage introduced, or a lover takes occafion to admire 
the fagacity of a miftrefs. 


But many writers who have avoided this error, and interwoven pres 
cept 


i 
“ntl ts themfeh they have made ule of events only to 
introduce dec] tion and argument. If the events excite curiofity, all P 
th fine 1 which are {a to be ant: perf a are li 4 
the event do not excite cunolity, the whole is rejeded together, not a 
} dilannointmenr. bur Masnation aS havino allured 
’ are read as a tafk bv thofe for whofe inftru€tion the y are intended, can 


ept with event, though they intended a moral leture, have yet defeat- 
~d their own purpofe, by taking from virtue every accidental excellence, 
decorating vice with the fpoils. 
> COM, I can think of nothing that could be alledged in defence of this per- 
Late inffverfe diftribution of graces and defects, but a defign to thew, that virtue 
ecomilglone is fufficient to confer honour upon the loweft character, and that 
Over fwithout it nothing can preferve the higheft from contempt; and that 
Mrhofe excellencies which we can acquire by our own efforts, are of more 
ir deff moment than thofe which are the gift of nature. But in this defign, no 
whol writer, of whatever abilities, can fucceed. 3 
x thal It has been often remarked, though not without wonder, that almoft 
recent every man is more jealous of his natural than his moral qualities ; and 
mple. refents with more bitternef$ a fatyr upon his abilities than his practice. 
in af. The fae is unqueftionably true; and perhaps it will no longer appear 
delay Bftrange, if it be confidered, that natural defects are of neceflity, and mo- 
*, We Mal of choice: the imputation of folly, if it is true, muift be luffered 
con- Teche hope; but that of immorality may at any time be obviated, by 
tions removing the caufe, 
-ina@™ = =©But whatever be the reafon, it appears by the common confent of 
Oe mankind, that the want of virtue does not incur equal contempt with 
they B¥ the want of parts; and that many vices are thought to be rather honour- 
nber- MH able than infamous, merely becaule they imply fome natural excellence, 
rgot- MH fome fuperiority which cannot be acquired by thofe who want it, but to 
more B® which, thofe who have it, believe they can add all that others poffefs 
ider- @® whenever they fhall think fit to make the attempt. 
often Frortio, after having learned the Latin and Greek languages at Weft- 
nain @ minfter, and fpent three years at the univerfity, made the tour of Eu- 
rope, and at his return obtained a place at court. Florio’s imagination 
have #@ is {prightly, and his judgment ftrong. He is well acquainted with every 
vity Mi branch of polite literature, and travel has polifhed the found {cholar into 
z in- #™ the fine gentleman. His perfon is graceful, and his manner polite. He 
y to @@ is remarkable for the elegance of his drefs; and he is thought to dance a 
, all B® minuet, and underftand the {mall fword, better than any other man in 
; if the kingdom. Among the ladies Florio has made many conque(ts ; and 


of hy; 


not #@ has challenged, and killed in a ducl, an officer who upbraided him with 
ed §@ the breach of a promife of marriage, confirmed by an oath, to a young 
hey beauty, whom he kept in great fplendor as a miftrefS. His converfation 
can is admired by all who can relifh fterling wit and true humour; ever 
in- J private company brightens when he enters, and every public aflembly 
iule becomes more {plendid by his prefence. Florio is alfo liberal to profu- 
de- fion; and is not therefore inquifitive about the merit of thole upon whom 
for he lavifhes his bounty. 
nt; Benevortus has alfo had a liberal education. He learned the lan- 
e is guages at Merchant Taylors, and went from thence to the univerfity ; 
nt, where his application was greater than Florio’s, but the knowledge that 
lire HM he acquired was lefs. As his apprehenfion is flow, and his induftry inde- 
fatigable, he remembers more than he underftands. He has no tafte ei- 


re. ther for poetry or mufic. Mirth never fmiled ata faily of his imagination, 
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hor 
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nor did doubt ever appeal to his judgment. His perfon, though it is not} 
deformed, is inelegant; his drefs is not flovenly, but aukwardly neat; 
and his manner is rather formal than rude. He is the jeft of an affembly, 
and the averfion of ladies. but he ts remarkable for the moft uni- 
form virtue and unaffected piety. He is a faithful friend, and a kindj 
m and fo compafionate, that he will not fuffer even the fails that 
eat his fruit to be deftroyed. He lays out annually near half his income 
in gratuities, not to fupport the idle, but to encourage the induftrious ;§ 
yet there is rather the appearance of parfimony than profufion in his k 
temoer: and he is f& timorous, that he will turn pale at the report of af 
mulk t. 

Which of thef two characters wouldft thou chufe for thy own? whom 4 
doit thou mot honour, and to whom haft thou paid the tribute of invo: fim 
Juntary praifé? Thy heart has already anfwered with {pontaneous hacli. 
ty in favour of Florio. Florie thou haft not confidered as a fcoundrel, 
who by perjury and murder has deferved the pillory and the gibbet ; as 
a wretch who has ftooped to the loweft fraud for the vileft purpofe ; who 
is continually infnaring the innocent and the weak; who conceals the § 


gain to lye and to kill, with the fune aggravation, and in the fame caulk, 
Neither didft thou view Benevolus, as having merited the divine eu- 


ploying life in the di ffufion of happinefs, with the j joy of angels, and in | 
mitation of God, 


Surcly, if itis truc, that 
Vice to be hated needs but to be feen, Pope. 
fhe fhould not be hidden with the ornaments, and difguifed in the ap- 
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ry, it fhould be the principal labour of moral writers, efpecially of thole 
who would inftruct by fiction, the power of which is not lefs to do evil 


x. than good, to remove the bias which inclines the mind rather to prefer 
oe natural than moral endowmentss and to reprefent vice with fuch cir- | 
res cumitances of contempt and infamy, that the ideas may conftantly recur 
sf together. And it thould be always remembered, that the fear of imme- 

: diate contempt is frequent ly Qronger than every other motive. How 


many have, even in their own opinion, incurred the guilt of blafphemy, 
rather than the fieer of an infidel, or the ridicule of a club? and how 


many have ruthed, not only to the brink of the grave, but of hell, to 


avoid the fcorn with which the foolith and the profligate regard thofe 
who have ref ule da challenge 


Let it therefore be the united effort of genius and learning, to deter 
from guilt by the dread of thame: > and let the time paft fuffice to have 
faved trom contem pt, thofe vices which conteinpt only can fupprefs. 


Evpinepure Hy 
January 1753. 


The 


ruin that he brings by a lye, and the lye by an oath; and who having c: 
once already juftified a fworn falfehood at the expence of life, is ready a- Gm 


logium beftowed upon him who was faithful over a few things; as em: V¢. 


parcel, which in the general eftimation belong to virtue. On the contra- | 
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L. Geganius, Lord Gage. (Earl Gower, 

M. Gegantus Macerinus, Lord Gower, now 

T. Genucius, Richard Greenville, FG, now Farl 

Cu. Genucius, George Greenville, 14; (Temple, 

C. Helvi.s, Lord Hervey, deceated. 

M. Helvius, Lord Hervey, now Earl of Briflel, 

C. Herennius, Fdward Hooper, 

A. Hirtius, Earl of Ayndtord. 

Q. Horatius Barbetus, tari of Halifax. 

Horatius Cocles, Sir John Cotton, deceafed. 

M. Horatius Palviilus, Uinhp Yoke, 

L. Hortenfius, John Howe, Hg; afterwards Lord 
Chedworth, deccafed. 

A. Hojtilius Cate, Robcrt Hucks, deceafed, 

A. Hojtilius Mancinus, Ear) of Holderneffe. 

C. Hojtilius Tubulus, Mr Alderman Heathcote. 

L. Icilius, Eail of Ulay, now Duke of Argyll. 

Fubellius Taurea, Mr Alderman Janflen, 

Julius Florus, William Viet, 149; 

Junius Bruius, Samuel Sandys, now Lord 

L. Fuventius Thaina, Lord tebetter. (Sandys. 

C. Lelius, Lord Vifcount Lonfdale, deceafed. 

L. Lentulus, Henry Legge, 

Licinius Menenius, Lord Limerick. 

C. Licinius Nerva, Col. Daniel Leighton. 

C. Livius Salinater, Dr (now Sir) George Lee, 

L. Lucretius Flavus, Sir Kichard Lloyd. 

C. Lutatius, Admiral Warren, deceatid. 

Mamercus 7Fmilias, George Doddington, 

Manius Acilius Giabrio, Marfhal Wade, decealed, 

T. Manlius Torguatus, Sir John Mordaunt. 

Cn. Manlius Vulfo, Sir Watkyn Williams Wynne, 
deceafed. 

C. Marcius Coriclanus, Thomas Carew, FQ; 

Q. Marcius Philippus, Marquis of Tweeddale. 

Marius Statilius, Sir John Strange, now Matter 
of the kKolls. 

Mecanas, George, now Sir George Lyttelton. 

Minucius Rufus, Robert More, Efq; 

C. Mucius Scavola, Earl of Scarborough, deceafed, 

L. Mummius, Earl of Morton. 

L. Murana, John Morton, 

Cn. Norbanus, Norreys Bertie, E{Q; 

T. Numijius Prifcus, \illiam Noel, EQ; 

C. Numifius, Robert Nugent, E(q; (Oxford, 

T. Octacilius Crajjus, Dr Secker, Lord Bithop of 

Cn. Oavius, Robert Harley, now Earl of 
Oxford. 

M. Ogulniuvs, General James Oglethorpe. 

Q. Opimius, James Ofwald, 

C. Oppius, Lord Onflow, deccafed, 

L. Oppius Salinator, Arthur Onilow, £9; Speaker, 

T. Pedanius, Peregrine Voulet, fg 

C. Peiilius, Henry Penton, bg; 

L. Pinarius, Thomas Pitt, Eig; 

L. Pifo, Karl of Chetterfield. 

C. Phinus Cecilius, Lord Chancellor Hardwicke. 

Pomponius sitticus, Horatio alpole, fenior, Liq; 

C. Popilius Lanas, Lord Strange, 


A. Pofihumius, Duke of Bedford, 
Proculus 
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bes Vireinkas, Thomas Prowfe, 
Varas, Lord Quarencon, now Earl 
Lord Talbot. 
tas John Talbor, 
i iam Shippen, 
ing, William Murray, Solici- 
Lord Raymond. 
5, le junior, Ef; 
ra, in herlock, Lord Bilhop of 
ry, now of Londen. 
ims *, Losd George Sackville. 
, Lord Noel someriet, now Duke 


Major Selwyn, deccafed. 
dtratinns, John Selwyn, junior, F.{g; 
scchus, Lord Percival, now Earl 


L. Sereivs Fidenas, Sir John St Aubin, deceafed, 
Servilas Prieus, Henry Peiham, 
Sextus Digitics, Sir Francis Dafhwood. 


T. Sgivivs, Homphrey Sydenham, 

L. Stertwans, Sir William Stanhope. 

c 


ia, Kdward Southwell, 


ai. Varre, Dr Maddox, Lord Bifhop 
of Wer of} T. 

Lert. ios, Ste Edmund Thomas. 

ct is, Georee Townfhend, E49; 

Cc. in tas, Re bert Icey, 

M. ji ( sr Robert Walpole, after- 
wards Farl of Orford, deceafed. 

Sir Wilham Yonge. 

Thomas W nnington, dec. 

P. Volerins Publicola, Walter Plumer, Efg; dec. 

ratlot Weftmorland 

T. Veturias Geminas, James Weft, FQ; 

Admiral Vernon 

P tus Toppelas, Mr Alderman Willimot, dee. 

L. Virginias, Lord {now Far) Hill(borough. 


ruta’, Edmund Waller, fenior, £49; 


Speakers, Pranpations of the Kambcer mottos, &c, 


86. Vain the nobleft birth would prove, 
Nor worth nor wit avail in love; ~ 
Tis gold alone fucceeds— by gold 
The venal fea is bought and fold, 
Accurs’d be he who brit of yore 
Dilcover’d the pernicious ore! 

This feis a brother’s heart on fire, 
And arms the fon aga ntt the fire ; 
And, what, alas! is worfe than all, 
To this the lover owes his fall. 


239. Or art thou vain? Books yield a certain hal 
‘To thy tumour; you thall to fig 
When you have read them thrice, and {tui 

well. 


273. Say, to what vulture’s fhare this carcafe falhf 


275. You've told me, Maro, whillt you live, Histc 
You'd not a fingle penny give ; 
But that whene’er you chanc’d to dig Be of 3 
You'd leave a handiome legacy. cout 
You muft be mad beyond redrefS, 
If my next wifh you cannot guefS, 5a 
328. Of Heaven’s proteétion who can be oe in! 
So confident to utter this — s bac 
To-morrow I will fpend in blifS ? por 
330 On fickle wings the minutes hafte, of 
And Fortune’s favours never laft. 
391. The voice of Reafon crics with winning fore, the 
Loofe from the rapid car your aged pax 
Left, in the race derided, left behind, ™ co 
tHe drag his jaded limbs and burft his wind. al 
432. Why to expatiate in this beaten field,  - 
Why arms oft us’d in vain, I mean to wield; at 
If lesfure let, and candour will attend, ¥ 
Some fatistaction this effay may lend. AD 
433. For but a moment, in this doubtful ftrife, Al 
Or gives the laurels, or deprives of life. Dea 
434. Be gone, ye blockheads, Heraclitus cries, 
And lave my labours to the learn’d and wife; +t 


By wit, by knowledge, ftudious to be read, 
I {corn the multitude, alive and dead. 


435. Celeftial powers! that piety regard, 
from you my labours wait their laft reward, 


The tren?! ns of the mottocs, &c. of the Ran- 
BLERS inferted in bois volume. 


Peg. 


No faith of partnerthip dominion OWNS 
Mui cilcord hovers o'er divided thrones. 
86. Heers and red ~~ 


Clos’d their lone clones with a fich, to find 
Th’ unwill ng gratitude of bafe mankind. 
t9. The vourh 
Yielding like wax, th’ impreffive folly bears; 
Bough co seproot, and flow to future cares. 
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19. for Advocate read Eq; 

9. for John read Alexander 
43. for Mainie read Euphie 
20. 21. for eldeit fon read grandfog 
9. for hemoptic read hemoptoe 
ult. add in theets 
16. for [640.] read [641.] 
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, History. A f{ammary or recapitulation of the 


ublic affairs,of laft year i—12. A review 
of affairs for fome years back, between the 
courts of Ruflia, Sweden, and Pruffia 5. &c. 
Bills before parliament 43, 5. Petitions pre- 
fented to the Commons, for continuing the 
duty of two pennies upon the pint of ale fold 
in Edinburgh 43. for reliet in relation to to- 
bacco loft within the limits of the port of ex- 
portation 44. and for afcertaining the wages 
of the jourkeymen-taylors 45. State of the 
fociety for propagating Chriftian knowledge 47. 
Laws spain irregular matriages 48. State of 
the Edinburgh workhoufe 49. Scots banks so. 
RaMscer. alnterelt, and Envy, defined, and 
compared 12. An eaftern tale: Morad’s ex- 
altation 16. and fall 17. his dying advice i. 
and his fon Abouzzid’s various and unfaecefstul 
" attempts to buy the love of mankind.18. A 
young lady’s account of her own circumftances, 
opinion, and employment of her time 19. 
A MopeRn Glossary 18. 
A PHILOSOPHICAL QUESTION 21. 
Dean SwiFT commemorated 35. 


THE 
SCOTS MAGAZINE, 


JANUARY, 


S. 


Poxitics. Speeches on the motion for res 
ducing 2000 feamen, by Afranius Burrhus 25. 
C. Numifius 27. Q. Opimius 30. and Servia 
lius Prifcus 32. 

Portrry, &c. Buchanan’s dedication of his La- 
tin pfalms to Q, Mary, with a tranflation 22. 
A love-clegy 2. An epilogue on clofing 
Dumfries playhoufe i, Prologue to Tajle 23. 
Beauty with a ftinking breath id. An enig- 
matical charaétcr id. A petition to 1752 4). 
An epitaph on Adm. Matthews 7+. On the 
death of Prof. Rait 24. On the death of Dr 
Doddridge ib. “Monumental infcriptions for 
Dean Swift 36. and Sir John Hynd-Cotton 54, 

Extract from the eflay on Spirit 36. 

On the WEATHER and Diseases 39. 

CHANTICLEER’s petition 40. 

Mepicine. Dr Pringle’s experiments on 
dies which refift or promote putrefaétion in a- 
nimal fubftances 14. Dr Oliver on warm 
bathing in gouty cafes 41. 

Lists, Tasres, &c. The Edinburgh infir- 
mary table for laft year 52. Births, Deaths, 
Preferments, Prices, New books, &c. 53.— 56. 


A fummary or recapitulation of the PusticArrairs of the year 1751. 


< O trace the affairs of PERSIA 
from the death of the famous 

Kouli Kan, which happened 

in 1747, one fhould find no- 

thing but numerous contending factions, 
new fovercigns, continual civil wars, de- 
plorable ravages and depopulations of the 
country. In 3750 Shawrooke Shah was 
defeated, deprived of one of his cves, 
and fhut up in prifon, by one of his cou- 
fins, who aflumed the title of Sha/ Dowd. 
‘Towards the end of the year Shawrooke 
made his efcape from prifon, and prepa- 
red for again ailerting his claim to the 

Vou. XIV, 


throne, taking the name of Shab Noubd. 
Befides thefe two competitors, whofe fol- 
lowers were molt numerous, others of 
lefs confideration, natives of the king- 
dom, had formed their feveral parties. 
Prince Heraclius, fon of Terberi Mirza, 
fovercign of Georgia, and tributary to 
the Grand Signior, being privately en- 
couraged and fapported by the 
miniftry, likewife eftered the provinces 
on the north-weft of Perfia, and 
himfelf mafter of fome places. Mée 
this fituation ftood matters at the begin- 
ning of laft year, For fome time the 
A two 
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ous fuceefs ; but ftill the wretched inha- 
birants were atternarely expoled to the 
pillage of both parties, as the one or 0- 
ther got the afcendant. The great and 
magnificent city of Ifpahan was reduced 
to a frightful figure, fome {ireers being 
depopulated, others laid in rubbith, the 
foreign factors and merchants having fled 
vith {uch of their effects as they could 
Vet carried off, and {carcely a week paf- 
{ing without fome palace being plundered, 
burnt, or demolifheds At lengih, in 
the {pring, a decilive battle was fought 
between thofe two rivals, near Ifpahan ; 
the iffue of which was, that Shawrooke, 
or Noub, was again defeated, and fell 
into the hands of his enemics; who put 
out the eye which had been left him after 
his firit defeat. After this victory, Shah 
Doub had fill his other competitors to 
contend with; but the fucceflive accounts 
which have been received for fome time 
pait bear, that be appears to be pretty well 
eflablithed on the throne, that the tran- 
quillity of the kingdom is greatly refto- 
red, fo that the foreign factors and mer- 


_pehants are almolt all returned to Mpahan, 


with their effects, and that the commerce 
of the country has bepun again to flou- 
rith. .We have accounts, indeed, by the 
way of Contlantinople, of great progrefs 
nade by Prince Heraclius of Georgia, of 
his army having of late been confiderably 
increaled, and of his making himfclf 
mafter of the whole province of Ghilan. 
But though all this thould be abfolutely 
true, yet as Ghilan is far from the heart 
of the kingdom, lying on the weltern 
coat of the Cafpian fea, Shah Doub will 
probably find little difficulty in putting a 
Stop to the progrefs on that fide, if he 
be not hindered by inteltine factions and 
commotions. 

Kt has teen the general opinion, that 
the courts of Verfailles and Stockholm 
have had confiderable influence in the 
coungly of the Orroran empire for 
feverat years pait. To thir intrigucs it 
was chicily aferibed, that fach inferrec- 
tions happened atConilantinople in 1749, 
the Grand Signior to depofe 
hie two principal minilters, 2nd to de- 
Clare heir-apparent to the throne his ne- 


A fummary of the public affairs m 1751. 
two Shahs, Doub and Noub, had vari-* 
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phew, Sultan Ibrahim, a prince of an 
enterprifing and martial genius, {aid to 
be greatly animated againit the Chriftians, 
A party formed in the divan by him, 
and fupported by the fame intrigues, en- 
paged his Sublime Highnefs, the follow- 
ing year, to make a public declaration of 
his clofe connection with the crown of 
Sweden; and afterwards inceffantly re- 
prefented the neceflity of following that 
declaration with vigorous meafures. Eve- 
ry one knew that the intention of all this 
was, to procure a rupture between the 
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Porte and the court of Vienna or that of 


Peterfburg ; but the Grand Signior’s in- 
clination for peace was not eafily to be o- 
vercome. Means were therefore ufed for 
exciting difcontents among the popu- 
lace; which fucceeded fo far, that fome 
{teps were taken towards new infurreéti- 
ons, and it was thought that no lefs was 
aimed at than to depofe the Sultan; 
though the whole was in the iflue difcon- 
certed, At the fame time the janifaries 
openly avowed their eagernefs for war 
with fome European power, were very 
impatient at the court’s dilatorinefs to 
engage in one, and difcovered a muti- 
nous difpofition in different parts of the 
empire. Thefe cireumttances, with fe- 
veral others of the fame tendency, afford- 
ed matter of fpeculation to the politicians 
at the beginning of laft year, and gave 
fome uncafinefs to the Chriftian powers 
whofe dominions adjoin to thofe of the 
Porte. Among the projects propofed in 
the divan to find employment for the 
reftlefs janifaries, one was, to fend part 
of them towards Peifia, while in fech a 
diltracted fituation, in order to recover 
fome provinces formerly ceded to that 
monarchy. But the Grand Vizir, vho 
is faid to be the greatelt politician the 
Ottoman empire ever produced, flrenu- 
oufly oppofed the motion ; urping, that 
the appearance of a Turkifh army in that 
quarter would, in all probability, make 
the Perfians wnite, and produce no other 
efictt, than drawing the Porte into an 
idle and expenfive war, and fo deprive 
her of the advantages that might be pain- 
ed by feizing proper opportunities on the 
fide of Europe. As to Perfia, he thought 
it fuilicient to affift Prince Heraclius ot 
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eorgia, who was near at hand, and 
ight poflibly make fome conquefts with- 
at giving a general alarm to that peo- 
le. Early in the year we had advice, 
sat the Grand Signior had admitted Sul- 
an Ibrahim to the molt fecret confulta- 
Bons of the divan; that molt of the 
principal officers of {tate had been depo- 
ed, and exiled, for thinking differently 
bn political fubjeéts from the Grand Vi- 
ir; that large magazines were forming 
n Walachia and Moldavia ; the garrifons 
Bender, Chockzim, Ockzakow, and 
PFome neighbouring places, reinforced ; 
Sereat motions making by the troops on 
the frontiers ; and a confidcrable body 

of janifaries affembling along the Danube 
clow Belgrade. ‘This was foon follow- 

by the news of an irruption having 

Been made into the Ruffian Ukraine, to- 
Wards the end of March, by three de- 
PRachments of Tartars, commandcd by 
Pwo Sultans of that nation. Upon no- 
ofthis, the court of Peterfburg fent 
Sorders to make difpofitions for a proper 
idefence ; and foon after, Count Rafou- 

© mofski, General of the Coffacks, fet out 
to put himfelf at their head. A courier 
was alfo difpatched to the Ruffian mini- 
{ter at Conftantinople, with inftructions 
to complain ofgfuch violences, and de- 
mand fatisfaction. The Tartars retired 
into the Crimea; their Kan difclaimed 
his having had any knowledge of their 
incurfion, promifed to make {irict inquiry 
into the affair, and punifh the authors ; 
fo we heard no-more of it for fome time. 

In June a body of Crim-Tartars made 
another irruption into the Ukraine,» and 
pillaged many villages. A detachment 
of Coffacks came up with them in the 
neighbourhood of Precope, where a brifk 
battle enfued, in which a confiderable 
number fell on both fides. -This occa- 
fioned freth orders being fent to the Ruf- 
fian minilter at the Porte, to make proper 
reprefentations, About the middle of 
July the plague broke out at Conttanti- 
nople, and f{pread throughout the coun- 
try all around, even to thofe remote 
parts which bad‘ always been thought 
fecure. Notwithftanding all the 
Precautions taken, it got into the Grand 
Signicr’s harem before the end of Sep- 
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tember, where it made fuch havock as 
obliged his Sublime Highnefs to retire to 
one of his palaces on the Black fea. In 
the mid{t of that calamity, four fuccef- 
five fires happened in the capital, the firft 
of which burnt down about 6000 hou- 
fes, among which were the quarters of 
the janifaries. “The other three, though 
lefs confiderable, reduced many feraglios 
of the great men of the government to 
afhes. After thefe there was a terrible 
tempcelt of thunder, hail, and rain, ac- 
companied by a violent fhock of an earths 
quake, and followed by an inundation, 
which overturned a good number of hou- 
fes, and -deftroyed feveral people. It 
is pofible that the incurfions of the Tar- 
tars into the Ukraine were made with no 
other view, than merely to let the court 
of Peterfburg fee what danger might en- 
fue on that fide, in cafe of her coming to 
a rupture with either Sweden or the King 
of Pruffia. Or if any thing further was 
intended at firft, perhaps the execution 
of it might be fufpended by the compli- 
cated diltrefles upon the capital of the 
Ottoman empire. In effect, we had not 
advice till the month of September, that 
the Roffian minifter had been admitted 
to an audience of the Grand Signior, and 
received from him {trong aflurances, of 
his inviolable refolution to maintain the 
good harmony fubfifting between the two 
empires, to which purpofe he would im- 
mediately fend orders to all the bafhaws 
of the provinces bordering upon Kuflia, 
to conduct themfelves fo as not to give 
the leaft uneafinefs*or caufe of complaint. 
No body doubts of his Sublime Highnefs’s 
inclination to Jive in peace with all his 
neighbours, which will actually prevent 
his attacking any of them, except he be 
forced to it by the infurreétions of his 
fubjects, or by the intrigues of that party 
which his nephew has under his influence 
in the divan. Though the troops which 
advanced into the neighbourhood of 
Chockzim, Bender, and Ockzakow, in 
the fpring, continued quiet in their quar- 
ters 3 yet the repairing and augmenting 
the fortifications of thefe three places has 
been carrying on with great vigour.—— 
The plague continued to rage with pro- 
digious violence at Conftantinople. till 
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sbout the middle of November, before. 


which time it had deftroyed above 70,000 
yple. So confiderable a diminution of 
the inhabitants had happencd, by flight, 
and death, that one fourth of them was 
reckoned to be wanting ; and therefore 
orders were difpatched to the feveral go- 
vernors of provinces throughout the em- 
pire, to fend thither a new recruit. 
During the lait year very little worthy 
of notice has happened in PoLanp. 
Notwithftanding all the precautions ta- 
ken, a few more irruptions have been 
made by the Haidamacs, a barbarous 
people inhabiting the iflands and inaccef- 
fible fens of the Nieper, who plundered 
and burnt feveral villages, and maffacred 
2 good many people, particularly jews. 
Once a detachment of the crown troops 
came up with, and defeated a large body 
of them. We have not heard of the 
16,000 Ruflian forces, who marched in- 
to Poland the preceding year, to aflift in 
fopprefling thefe banditi, being yet re- 
turned home. In September there 
were dietines held for the eleGtion of 
members to afliit at the tribunal of Pctri- 
kau. Several of thefe feparated without 
coming to any choice; and in fome of 
them the difputes ran fo high, as to oc- 
eafion the decifions which frequently hap- 
pen in that country, namely, by the 
fword. The old contelts between the 
principal families feem to be in danger of 
breaking out with new fury, on occafion 
of the death of the Ordinate of Zamzock, 
whofe widow pretends to hold that im- 
portant and lucrative polit; while feveral 
grandecs, particularly the houle of Po- 
tochi, clpoufe her caufe, and other 
powerful families oppofe it. We had 
advices from Warfaw in fummer, bear- 
ing, that the eldeft fon of the pretender 
to the crown of G. Britain bad been there 
inceg. about a fortnight; that he had 
been very privately married to the Prin- 
Radzivil, reputed the richeft heircfs 
in Poland ; and that when he could no 
longer remain concealed from the know- 
ledge of ahe public, he fet ont from 
thence, and went to Conttantinople, 
tn our laft recapitulation of public af- 
fairs we oblerved, that for fome time 
pail there have been difputes between the 
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citizens of Dantzick and their magi-Mative 
{trates ; that their conilitution is a kind of 
commonwealth, in fome refpects depend- EN 


ent upon Poland; and that his Poli, Wiper td 
Majelty, while at Warfaw, had fent regu. Giiftates, 
lations for terminating their differences, It i 
With thefe the burghers appeared to be fiiderick 
fatisfied ; but the magiftrates declined the Biected 
putting of them in execution. This oc- Bijto the 
cafioned a frefh deputation on both fide; HRufiag 
being fent to Drefden in fummer lait, 
His Majefly gave the deputies of the ci- Mjof Ru 
tizens a favourable hearing, iilucd orders Mijehe co 
for the magiftrates to conform to what he agwould 
had enjoined them in his former refcripts, Igendeas 
and appointed the deputies on their part Bpmight 
to be detained till this fhould be done in ihe t 
all points. New reafons of delay being ~ of try’ 
found out, the King has fent thither a | 4S % 
commillion for determining the matter, 
contilting of fourteen Polifh Lords, a- 
mong whom are fome of the principal of- 7 sth 
ficers of the crown, and four advocates, Hyp 
whofe expences are all to be defrayed by | plong | 
the city. mee War 
During laft year there was fcarce any they | 
public talk concerning the cleétion of a By iter 


Duke of CourRLAND; though that af | veltec 
fair, for fome time before, had made 4 ot 


great deal of noife, and given ground for 4 
many political fpeculations. Count Er- 


ne{tus Biron was raifed to that dignity, by Fren 
the Ruflian intereft, in 1737, and conti- 00 
nued in it till 1741, when Anne Princels ow 
ot Brunfwick Woltenbuttle, mother of the 
infant John then Emperor of Roflia, ba- ty 
nifhed him into Siberia. The prefent 
Emprefs recalled him thence, foon after al 
the election of a new Duke was put in ems 

agitation, and made fome fignifications x . 
of her defign to fupport his title. But .; 
when the King of Poland had been at fat 

length induced to folicit his being fet at Fi 
tull liberty, in order to his re-eftablifh- fat 


ment in that duchy, her Imperial Majetty 
of Ruflia fhifted the matter, alledging oo 


that certain private reafons reftrained her. ms 
That nobleman died in fummer Jaft, much diff 


regretted ; having fhewn many great vit- gor 
tues, which he had either Jearned in his {ch 
exile, or found better opportunities of 


difplaying than formerly. the 
Befides what has been taken notice of 9}. 


in the hittory of the Ottoman capire re- 
lative 


| 
| 
| 


iv, 
39i-Mmative to the affairs of Russia, they are 
of fo interwoven with thofeofSwe- 


nd-MBpeN and Prussia, as renders it pro- 
lith [per to give our accounts of thefe three 
ou- Mimitates, as much as may be, in one view. 
es, It is well known that Adolphus Fre- 
be filiderick, Duke of Holftein-Eutin, was e- 
the lected to the dignity of Prince Succeffor 
oc- to the throne of Sweden chiefly by the 
de; MBRuffian interelt; and that his nephew is 
lt, Hintended to fucceed the prefent Emprefs 
ci- Roflia. Upon both thefe accounts, 
ers Mmthe court of Peterfburg expected that he 
he Mewould thew particular complaifance, and 
ts, Mgendeavour to prevent every thing that 
art Meemight be a ground of difference between 
in (ethe two crowns. The firlt opportunity 
ng wf trying how far this would be the cafe, 
a. gas when Count Teflin was propofed to 
t, pe made Prefident of the Chancery of Swe- 
| fen, and confequently prime minilter. 
the Czarina ftrongly fufpected him to 
5, Jape in the interelt of France, which not 


y } Jong before had fpirited up the Swedes to 
§) 2 war, in order to recover the provinces 
ny fe they had ceded to Rufhia, fhe ufed all her 


qa) intereft to prevent the Count’s being 
f. (velted with that important office. But 
q fe the Prince Succeffor being by this time 
married to the King of Pruffia’s filter, 
and by that means drawn over to the 
French party in Sweden, all that her Im- 
j- BB perial Majelty could do was ineffectual. 
Mutual jealoufies immediately appeared. 
The court of Stockholm began to demand 
,. 9B 2 Dew regulation of the limits between 
the two nations in Finland; and the 
Emprefs of Rufia anfwered, that fhe was 
n @m tefolved to abide by what had been fti- 
pulated in former treaties. Sweden en- 
it fa tered into alliances with France and Pruf- 
fia, which made her defigns be the more 
both fides feat troops into 
Finland ; and nothing was fuppofed to 
fufpend a rupture but the averfion of his 
Swedith Majelty to it. When matters 
had remained for fome time in this fitu- 
ation, a new fabject of uneafinefs and 
difpute happened. The miniftry of Pe- 
terfburg fuppofed they had difcovered a 
fcheme formed by the party which had 
got the afcendant in Sweden, to make 
the form of government abfolute after the 
old King’s deceafe. This was conimu- 
Vou. XIV. 
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nicated to the allies of Rufia, and the 
Emprefs declared her refolution to take 
cognifance of an affair of fo great confe- . 
quence to all the powers of the north, as 
it had been exprefsly {tipulated in the 7th 
article of the treaty of Neultadt, which 
had been confirmed by all after treaties 
with Sweden, that Ruffia fhould endea- 
vour, by all poflible means, to prevent 
any alteration whatfoever in the form of 
government eftablifhed there. The court 
of Copenhagen made reprefentations on 
the fame Subject, but on a different foot- 
ing, Whatever might be the real inten-- 
tions of any particular party in Sweden, 
the court openly difclaimed all defigns ta 
change the form of povernment; and the 
Prince Succeffor folemnly declared, that 
neither by himfelf, nor by others, had 
he ever aimed at introducing any thing 
contrary to his oath, or to the capitula- 
tion which he had figned when he was e- 
lected. Though this fatisfied the Danifh 
miniftry, who foon after entered into a 
new treaty of alliance with Sweden ; yet 
the falpicions conceived by her Imperial 
Majefty of Roffia {till remained, notwith- 
ftanding much pains taken by different 
powers with both fides, to procure fuch 
eclairciffements as might reltore a good 
underitanding between them. She there 
fore intimated an intention to caufe her 
troops enrer Finland, there to continue 
on the footing of friends, and to live at 
their own expence, till, on the reigning 
Kinp’s death, the new one fhould be pro- 
claimed, and fhould have made affurance 
by oath, that he would maintain the pre- 
fent form of povernment, and obferve 
treaties entered into by the crown, par- 
ticularly that of Neuftadt. In anfwerto 
this, the Swedifh miniflry took notice of 
the affurances formerly piven by the 
Prince Succeffor ; and declared, that the 
putting of fuch a refolution in execution 
would be confidered and refented as an 
act of hoftility. Tiftead of attempting to 
do fo, the Emprefs notified her difpofiti- 
on to conclude a freth convention with 
Sweden, ‘provided the Prince Succeffor 
would folemnly promife not to permit 
the form of government to be changed, 
and the court would procere the fuccef- 
Gon, in fach manner as had been repula- 
b ted, 
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